Infants understand that speech in their native language allows speakers to communicate. Is this understanding limited to their native language or does it extend to non-native languages with which infants have no experience? Twelve-month-old infants saw an actor, the Communicator, repeatedly select one of two objects. When the Communicator could no longer reach the target but a Recipient could, the Communicator vocalized a nonsense phrase either in English (infants' native language), Spanish (rhythmically different), or Russian (phonotactically different), or hummed (a non-speech vocalization). Across all three languages, native and non-native, but not humming, infants looked longer when the Recipient gave the Communicator the non-target object. Although, by 12 months, infants do not readily map non-native words to objects or discriminate most non-native speech contrasts, they understand that non-native languages can transfer information to others. Understanding language as a tool for communication extends beyond infants' native language: By 12 months, infants view language as a universal mechanism for transferring and acquiring new information.
Introduction
Early perceptual biases draw infants to speech from birth (Butterfield & Siperstein, 1970; Vouloumanos, Hauser, Werker, & Martin, 2010; Vouloumanos & Werker, 2007) , and by 6-12 months infants understand an important function of speech: that speech, and not non-speech sounds, can communicate information between people (Martin, Onishi, & Vouloumanos, 2012; Thorgrimsson, Fawcett, & Liszkowski, 2015; Vouloumanos, Martin, & Onishi, 2014; Vouloumanos, Onishi, & Pogue, 2012) . Previous studies however only tested communicative understanding using speech sounds consistent with the infants' native language and not non-native languages. But infants' processing of non-native languages changes rapidly: by 12 months, infants no longer map non-native words to objects (e.g., MacKenzie, Curtin, & Graham, 2012) , and they no longer discriminate most non-native speech sounds (e.g., Werker & Tees, 1984) . Infants' linguistic processing has narrowed to privilege their native language. Even as word learning and speech perception processes favor their native language, infants' understanding of communication might be broader: at 12 months, infants may recognize that non-native languages can transfer information to others. Extending infants' understanding of the communicative function of speech to non-native languages would suggest that infants view language as a universal mechanism for acquiring and transmitting information.
Infants can differentiate between native and non-native languages from birth based on a range of linguistic properties that vary between languages including phonetics, phonotactics, and rhythm (e.g., Bosch & Sebastián-Gallés, 2003; Jusczyk, Friederici, Wessels, Svenkerud, & Jusczyk, 1993; Kuhl, Williams, Lacerda, Stevens, & Lindblom, 1992; Nazzi, Jusczyk, & Johnson, 2000; Werker & Tees, 1984) . Rhythm allows even newborn infants to discriminate between stress-timed language, such as English and Russian, which have equal timing between stressed syllables and variable duration between unstressed syllables, and syllable-timed languages, such as Spanish and French, which have roughly equal timing between all syllables (Mehler et al., 1988; Nazzi, Bertoncini, & Mehler, 1998; Nazzi & Ramus, 2003) . By 9 months, infants can discriminate between languages within a rhythmic class, such as English and Russian, using phonotactic constraints that specify permissible consonant clusters and vowel sequences within a language (Jusczyk et al., 1993) .
As their sensitivity to native speech properties develops, infants' processing of non-native speech properties declines: by 12 months, infants discriminate many non-native phonemes poorly (Bosch & Sebastián-Gallés, 2003; Kuhl et al., 1992; Werker & Tees, 1984) , reject word forms with non-native phonotactics as possible labels for objects (MacKenzie et al., 2012) , and even disfavor speakers of non-native languages (Kinzler, Dupoux, & Spelke, 2007) . Without referential cues, 14-20 month old infants fail to learn words composed of non-native phonemes (May & Werker, 2014) or non-native tonal contrasts (Graf Estes & Hay, 2015; Hay, Graf Estes, Wang, & Saffran, 2015) . By
